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mitted discreetly that the Prince should not be exposed to the
Tiazards of mountain warfare, Akbar read the Raja's thoughts cor-
rectly, and cancelled the appointment of Murad. Todar Mai
proceeded with extreme circumspection, built forts as he progress-
ed, avoided frontal attacks on Afghan positions, resorted toscorct-
earth tactics of the Uzbegs, and succeeded in inflicting heavy
losses on the enemy.
At this stage, the Raushanias made a common cause with the
Yusufzais in a bid to stop the imperialists from consolidating their
.gains in the area. Akbar was somewhat alarmed at this develop-
ment, and recalled Raja Man Singh, known to all as a man of the
crisis, from Kabul, and sent him with a large, mobile force to
lend a hand to Todar Mai in Swat and the neighbouring territories.
According to Abul Fazl, the two veteran Hindu commanders
scored many spectacular victories against the rebels, the greatest
of them all being the one fought by Man Singh at the Khyber
pass. Bayazid's* son, 14-year-old Jalal-ud-Did (known all over as
Jalala) fought with the frenzy of the demon, and succeeded in
making good his escape when it became clear that the Mughal
assault could not be contained. "This torch of terror," wrote
Ifeam-ud-Din, "continued to blaze till 1600 when it was blown
-out by a whiff from the merciful Allah." Jalala became a legend
in his lifetime. On the battlefield, the bones of His father, Bayazid,
used to be carried before him in a jar, and woe befell the enemy
who made an attempt to deprive him of what he considered to be
the symbol of his faith and resolution. Though humiliated, the
Afghans were far from being subjugated. They carried war against
the Mughals to the reigns of Jahangir and Shahjahan, and thence
to the period of British rule-in India. The Pushtoons are today a
thorn in the side of Pakistan. Their creed is war, and the gun is
their instrument to realize themselves. They value their indepen-
dence as a gift from God, a sacred trust to be safeguarded at allcosts.
Akbar withdrew to Lahore after seventy-two days* eventful
stay at Attock. His mission was partly fulfilled. The threat of an
Afghan or Uzbeg incursion into Punjab was blocked for the time
being. Zabulistan** was firmly in his hands* However* he paid a
*Bayazid Ansari, founder of the Raushania sect had died in 1585, and
was succeeded by bis son Jalala.
**Zabulistan was another name for Kabulistan.